This essay offers an analysis of the Bolshevik encounter with antisemitism in 1917.
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This article has two main objectives. First, it examines the Bolshevik response to antisemitism between February and October 1917. It finds that the Bolsheviks took part in helping to elaborate a broad cross-party strategy against antisemitism comprising all socialist forces. The political expression of this united front was the soviets of workers' and soldiers' deputies. As the article shows, the soviets took a number of concrete measures throughout 1917, both locally and nationally, to confront the rising antisemitism in Russian society.
Second, the article demonstrates that antisemitism traversed the political divide in revolutionary Russia, finding traction across all social groups and within all political projects. From June 1917 onwards, the Bolsheviks increasingly faced accusations from their socialist rivals that sections of the working class embracing the Bolshevik project were doing so by fusing revolutionary discourse with antisemitism. Whereas radicalism and racism are often framed in contestation, the critical analysis of 1917 offered here reveals a more complex picture in which antisemitism and revolutionary politics were overlapping as well as competing worldviews.
The socialist conceptualization of antisemitism in 1917: the centrality of the 'bourgeois revolution'
The Bolshevik response to antisemitism in 1917 was part of a broader, cross-party strategic alliance stretching back to 1905, comprising revolutionaries, reformist socialists and liberals 5 . Within this milieu, antisemitism was understood from 'the standpoint of the bourgeois revolution': that is, the belief that the founding of a bourgeois, capitalist democratic republic would create the conditions for the eradication of antisemitism and indeed all forms of national oppression. Congress cannot let this issue pass without making a special appeal to the whole demokratiia [socialist movement], it cannot let this pass without proposing a series of measures to ensure its duty to the Jewish people and show to the masses that this antiJewish demagogy is carried out in order to restore tsarism and destroy the freedoms won by the revolution.
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Preobrazhenskii identified antisemitism as an attempt to enact a counter-revolution against February and restore tsarism, a perspective firmly in keeping with 'the standpoint of the bourgeois revolution' discussed above. It is also worth noting that, despite the deepening split between the soviet leadership and the increasingly radicalized and bolshevized cadres, Preobrazhenskii continued to appeal to the whole socialist movement, without party distinction. In other words, for the Bolshevik Preobrazhenskii, the campaign against antisemitism was an issue that could forge alliances across the socialist left, and, indeed, it was something that required such unity.
The resolution itself had two important things to say about antisemitism. First, Preobrazhenskii instructed 'all local soviets . . . to carry out relentless propaganda and educational work among the masses in order to combat anti-Jewish persecution'. 26 This underscored the profoundly educative role of the soviets. Second, the resolution warned of the 'great danger' posed by the 'tendency for antisemitism to disguise itself under radical slogans'. This admission that antisemitism and radical leftist politics could articulate with one another was relatively new territory for revolutionaries, who until then, had tended to frame antisemitism as the preserve of the counterrevolutionary right. Within the coming weeks, the Bolsheviks would discover the extent to which antisemitic and revolutionary discourse could overlap. For now, however, the message of the resolution was clear: the appearance of antisemitism under revolutionary slogans represented 'an enormous threat to the Jewish people and the whole revolutionary movement, since it threatens to drown the liberation of the people in the blood of our brothers, and cover in disgrace the entire revolutionary movement'. When Preobrazhenskii finished reading aloud the resolution, a Jewish delegate rose to state his wholehearted agreement with it, before adding that, although it would not bring back his fellow-Jews murdered in the pogroms of 1905, it would nevertheless help heal some of the wounds that continued to cause so much pain in the Jewish community. The resolution was passed unanimously by the Congress. Bolshevik revolution-would exacerbate the threat of the pogroms was something that was felt across the socialist left.
Antisemitism within the Revolutionary Movement
The sociologist Goran Therborn once noted that ideologies do not exist in a pure form or as something possessed or not possessed. On the contrary, they 'coexist, compete, and clash . . . affect, and contaminate one another'. The task, then, of the sociologist is to try to show 'the patterning of the relationships between given ideologies'. 51 For the Bolshevik leadership, revolutionary politics were simply incompatible with antisemitism; they were at opposite ends of the political spectrum. As a front page headline in the party's main newspaper Pravda would later put it: 'To be against the Jews is to be for the Tsar!' 52 Yet, when it came to the party rank and file, the overlap between revolutionary It is abundantly clear that the Bolshevik leadership sought to arrest this articulation between the antisemitism of the far right and the radicalism of the Bolshevik project (the Groza newspaper, for example, was immediately closed down after the revolution). Moreover, we certainly ought to treat with caution accusations from the Bolsheviks' socialist adversaries that the party was full of antisemites, since there was evidently a lot of political capital to be gained by associating the Bolsheviks with 'counter-revolutionaries'. Nevertheless, the frequency with which such reports appeared (and the above account is by no means exceptional) does suggest that such articulations were indeed at play, even if they were overstated. 65 In mid-late 1917, Lenin's prerevolutionary conception of a small conspiratorial party was discarded as the doors were opened wide to tens of thousands of new members, many of whom were becoming politicized for the first time. 66 With many more non-members subscribing to the party's radical anti-bourgeois critique, the Bolsheviks had truly become a mass party. It is not difficult to imagine that the Bolshevik project unwittingly attracted racist and antisemitic elements of society, including among the working class. In such circumstances, statements by the party leadership on antisemitism were clearly not always going to be representative of the thoughts and feelings of the party rank and file as a whole. Events in 1918 and 1919 would reveal just how acute this problem was when, in many regions of the former Pale of Settlement, the Red Army suddenly found swathes of pogromists in their midst marching behind the slogan 'Smash the Yids, long live Soviet Power!' 67 Slavic crowds gather, the turning of 'words into action' means, in reality, 'striking out at the Yids'. 77 The following week, the same publication warned on its front page that 'social revolution in the minds of the Petrograd masses has become synonymous with "Jewish pogrom"'. Yet this article has also demonstrated that the Bolsheviks responded to such antisemitism, and they did so by helping to build a broad socialist cross-party alliance comprising all progressive social forces. The political expression of this united front was the soviets of workers' and soldiers' deputies.
Throughout mid-to late 1917, the soviets took a number of concrete measures, both locally and nationally, to confront rising antisemitism across Russian society. Despite the increasingly acute political differences and inter-party tensions that engulfed the soviets in the latter part of 1917, the Bolsheviks, like all socialists, continued to stress the importance of the strategy of the united front in combatting antisemitism. 1917 therefore produced a historic bloc of subalternity that offered a real challenge not just to class exploitation, but to forms of oppression such as antisemitism. 
